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PORT HEDLAND — "TURTLE-FRIENDLY" LIGHTS 

25. Hon Giz Watson to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Regional Development 

I refer to the special `turtle-friendly lights' installed at Cemetery Beach Park in Port Hedland in mid 2007 by 
Horizon Power. Their placement resulted from a decision by the Pilbara Development Commission (PDC) 
Enhancement Scheme to develop the park and was funded by State Government & BHP Billiton. Their inclusion 
in the park project emanated from an appeal against the EPA's lack of assessment of the Cemetery Beach and 
Civic Centre Redevelopment proposals. As the turtle breeding season is occurring now, and as these lights are 
not in operation, there is concern that there will be a negative impact on the turtles and hatchlings, and I ask —  

(1) Who is responsible for the management of this lighting system? 

(2) Who is responsible for the maintenance of the lighting system? 

(3) Were the lights tested and operating prior to the turtle breeding season commencing? 

(4) What procedures are in place to prevent the normal park lighting disorientating hatchlings and returning 
turtles at this time? 

(5) Will the 'turtle-friendly' lights be put in working order immediately? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 

Hon WENDY DUNCAN replied: 

1) Horizon Power and the Town of Port Hedland 

2) Town of Port Hedland 

3) Yes the lights were operational at the start of the turtle breeding season however it became apparent that the 
timers and wiring were not set up correctly to enable the turtle friendly lights to switch over. This has now been 
rectified. 

4) The lighting has been designed to switch to High Pressure Sodium lights during the turtle nesting season 
which are similar to those installed along the beach front as part of the undergrounding of the Port Hedland 
power supply and recommended as being less distracting to turtles. To further minimise the impact, a screen is 
being fitted to reduce the ambient light while still maintaining the luminosity in the park as required by 
Australian Standards. 

5) They are in working order. 

6) N/A 
 


